
TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

December 11, 2007 
 

Meeting Place:  Grand Rapids Municipal Building, 2410 48th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Present: Chairman Don Bohn; Supervisors Arne Nystrom, Jeanne Fehrman, David Hartjes 
and Edward Hellner; Building Inspector Lorelei Fuehrer, Treasurer Kristine Ginter, :  Clerk, Judy 
McLellan 

Absent: - - - 
Excused 

 
  
NOTE:  (   ) indicates agenda item of when Board member joined the meeting. 
 
Notices of the meeting were legally posted at The Store in Kellner, the Grand Rapids Garage and the 
Grand Rapids Municipal Building, and published in the Daily Tribune. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Don Bohn.   
 

1. Approve minutes of Nov 13th, 20th and 29th Town Board Meeting. Motion 
(Hellner//Hartjes) approve minutes as presented. Motion carried.  

2. Resolution to appoint Election Inspectors for a two year term beginning Jan 2008.   
Motion (Hartjes/Fehrman) to approve the resolution to appoint Election Inspectors for a two 
year term beginning Jan 2008 as presented.  Motion carried 

3. Approval/Denial Annual Service Agreement between Town of Grand Rapids and South 
Wood County Humane Society for 2008 at a cost of $13,250.  Motion (Fehrman/Hellner) 
to approve the Annual Service Agreement between the Town of Grand Rapids and South 
Wood County Humane Society for 2008 at a cost of $13,250.   Motion carried 

4. Appeal of Heather Vancil on Boards decision to not grant her an operator’s license.  
Heather Vancil was present and asked the board to reconsider the denial of operator’s 
license. Discussion was held as to background check of Heather. It was mentioned that none 
of the violations were alcohol related. A letter from Daniel Smith, owner of Jammer’s had 
been received asking the board to reconsider the denial based on the fact that Heather had 
been a good and dependable employee in the past months. Motion (Nystrom/Hartjes) to 
approve issuance of the operator’s license with the conditions of a one-year review with a 
right to revoke the license if future violation of the law should occur and request a letter from 
the owner of Jammer’s in 6 months as to performance of Heather.  Motion carried on a 3 to 2 
vote. Supervisors Fehrman and Hellner voting nay.  

5. Chairman Bohn to appoint new full time member of Planning Commission to replace 
member who has asked to move to alternate status on commission. Chairman Bohn 
stated that Commission member Lori Edwards has asked to move to the alternate status on 
the Planning Commission. Chairman Bohn stated that he would be appointing alternate 
member Mike Speich to the full time position and moving Lori Edwards to the alternate 
position. Motion (Nystrom/Fehrman) to confirm the appointment of Mike Speich to the full 
time position on the Planning Commission and the movement of Lori Edwards to the 
alternate position.  Motion carried 

6. Approval/Denial of request of town employee, Steve Downs, to carry over one week of 
this year’s vacation to next year.  Motion (Hartjes/Frehrman) to approve the request of 
town employee, Steve Downs, to carry over one week of this year’s vacation to next year. 
Vacation is to be used by March 15, 2008 per the union contract.   Motion carried.  

7. Approval/Denial of Officer Wiltse attending Firearms/ Handgun Skills Instructor 
Training Jan 21-25, 2008. Motion (Fehrman/Hellner) to approve Officer Wiltse attending 
Firearms/Handgun Skills Instructor Training Jan 21-25, 2008.  Motion carried.  

8. Approval/Denial of Memorandum of Understanding with WPPA on description of 
bargaining unit for the Town of Grand Rapids Police Department.  Motion (Nystrom, 
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Hartjes) to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with WPPA on description of 
bargaining unit for the Town of Grand Rapids Police Dept. Motion carried.  

9. Discussion and Approval of quotes for replacement of officer copier. Quotes for various 
copiers were presented from EO Johnson and Bauernfeind. Discussion as to town’s needs 
was held.  Motion (Fehrman/Hellner) to approve the purchase of the demo copier that 
Bauernfeind quoted at a cost of $1,295.00 with the service agreement to be priced at the 
price that we are currently paying. Motion carried 

10. Approval of auto, liability, and workers compensation insurance coverage.  
Comparison of quotes from Wausau Insurance and The Horton Group were discussed.  
Motion (Hartjes/Fehrman) to accept the quote from The Horton Group for 2008 insurance 
coverage of auto, liability and workers compensation. Motion carried.  

11. Approval of wage agreements for three year working agreements for the Fire Chief & 
Building Inspector to begin in 2008. Approval of wage amendments to current working 
agreements for the Clerk and Treasurer to begin in 2008.  Motion (Nystrom/Hellner) to 
approve the wage agreements and amendments as presented by the personal committee.    
Motion carried. 

12. Discussion/Approval of part time wage increases for 2008. Current wages for part-time 
cleaner are $11.64/hr and part-time Police officers, $13.52/hr. Motion (Fehrman/Hellner) to 
increase the wages of part-time employees by 3% for 2008. Motion carried. Supervisor 
Nystrom abstained from discussion and vote.  

13. Approval of 2008 Budget as presented at the Budget Hearing November 20, 2007. 
Motion (Nystrom/Hartjes) to approve the 2008 Budget as presented. Motion carried.  

14. Approval/Denial of Bldg Insp attending 2008 Inspector Update Seminar. Motion 
(Hartjes/Hellner) to approve the Bldg Insp attending 2008 Inspector Update Seminar. Motion 
carried.  

15. Discussion/Approval of making change to Road Right-of-Way Ordinance to allow 
residents prior to snow falls, to place break-a-way markers at edge of lawns. 
Discussion was held as to pros and cons of allowing residents to place some type of markers 
along roads to help guide the snowplows as to the edge of roads. It was mentioned that 
when crews are plowing the town’s roads for the first snow it is hard for them to know where 
the edge of the blacktop is. This has caused some damage to the part of resident’s lawns 
that are in the road right-of-way. After hearing form the board and various residents that had 
attended the meeting, the board decided to look into this further and possibly change the 
road right-of-way ordinance to allow residents to use markers to mark edges.  

16. Approve November disbursement vouchers. No questions from board members. 
17. Approval/Denial of Operators License Applications. Motion (Hellner/Hartjes) to approve 

the operator’s license for Heather L. Meverden. Motion carried. 
18. Monthly reports from committees and departments: 

o Police Department – Acting Police Chief Dennis Krause gave the following monthly 
report: Month of November there were 308 calls for services, which is a record high. 
They included 4 motor vehicle crashes, 26 deer tags issued for car-killed deer, 19 
requests to assist other law enforcement agencies, and 4 drunk driving arrests. On 
Dec. 1st the Kellner Knights Snowmobile Club held an open house at the municipal 
building. Even though attendance was not what they desired possibly due to the 
snow that day they felt it was a success and wish to thank the town for our 
assistance. The laptop computers for two of our squads were successfully installed 
on Nov. 16th. Currently we are able to query vehicle registrations and driver licenses, 
but are still waiting for installation of citation and crash reporting software to be 
installed. Officers will be attending training later this month. 

o Fire Department—The month of Novermber the department responded to 9 calls 
consisting of 1 structure fire, 1 structure/wooland fire, 1, grass fire, 2 CO calls, 1 
vehicle accident and 3 RIT calls. Total year to date is 124 calls. Training this month: 
SCBA Fit testing, Classroom/using of SCBA’s and obstacle course in full gear. The 
following members have completed training in the areas of: Advance RIT, Lt Leggett 
and Fire Fighters Duchrow, Seager, Lease and Wiltse. Basic Officer 1: Lt. 
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Szwajkowski and Fire Fighter Baker. Keep the wreath green currently has 3 red 
bulbs.   

o Safety—No lost time injuries reported. December safety meeting will be held on Dec 
20th with review of 2007 topics and plan for 2008.  

o Public Works—Chairman Bohn stated we had quite a few complaints after the first 
snow plowing. He said that the crew did a great job of getting the town roads cleaned 
up but with the amount of heavy snow it was very difficult to plow and see the edges 
of the roadway which resulted in some damage to resident’s lawns. The road crew 
and the board members will be addressing the situation. Chairman Bohn urged driver 
to slow down and use extra caution during the winter months.   

o Crime Stoppers – No new information. Supervisor Nystrom urged the residents to 
continue to call in tips to help solve crimes in the area.  

o Airport Commission—The amount of fuel sold has greatly increased. There were 
two incidents where a plane was unable to land due to the conditions of runway (rain 
and possible snow) and had to be sent to CWA. This resulted in a possible loss of 
approximately 900 gallons of fuel.  

o Planning and Zoning—Supervisor Fehrman stated that the December meeting of 
The Comprehensive Plan in next Monday December 17th and the public is welcome.  

o Building Inspector—Last month 17 building permits were issued but none are for 
new homes.  

19. Other Public Input.  
   
 
 
  

     20. The board will convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. Section 19.85 (1)  
            (g) “conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or  
            written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation  
            in which it is or is likely to become involved." 
              Motion (Hartjes/Hellner) to go into closed session. Roll call vote taken and   
             unanimously carried.  
 
       Closed Session 7:49 p.m. 
             No action taken in closed session. Motion (Hartjes/Hellner) come out of closed session.  
             Roll call vote taken and unanimously carried.  
        Back in open session 9:14 p.m. 
                
Motion (Hartjes/Hellner) to instruct town’s attorney to proceed to hire Attorney J. Douglas Haag and 
Investigator Dean Nickle for purpose of work on the Staniforth matter. Motion carried 
 
Motion (Hartjes/ Fehrman) to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Minutes subject to board approval. 
 

Respectfully submitted and approved 
this ______ day of ________________, 2007. 

 
 

Judy McLellan 
Town Clerk 


